
5/6/2011

1

Progress towards a network of 
Marine Protected Areas

Jim Smyllie, Executive Director, Natural England

Birds Directive

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009
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UK Government’s MPA aim:

• to have a substantial proportion of an ecologically 
coherent network of marine protected areas that is well 
understood and supported in place by 2012

England’s
SPAs and SACs
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Approach to MCZ identification is a significant 
paradigm shift .

Sea users and interest groups are now at the 
centre of developing recommendations.

Marine Conservation Zones:
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MCZ Project 3rd iteration:
Progress reports publicly available from regional projects’ 
websites ® 7th March 2011

www.balancedseas.org
www.irishseaconservation.org.uk
www.finding-sanctuary.org
www.netgainmcz.org

The final months

• Agreement on final boundaries of sites

• Identification of conservation objectives for each feature 
within proposed MCZs

• Identification of management measures to achieve the 
conservation objectives

• Complete the Impact Assessments
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Thank you 

Progress towards a network of 
Marine Protected Areas

Jim Smyllie, Executive Director, Natural England


