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Seabed User & Developer Group

• Affiliation of common interests

• Participants all pursuing sustainable  
development

•7 Sectors:-

Oil & Gas Renewable energy 

Ports Aggregates

Recreational boating Submarine cables

Carbon capture and storage

www.sudg.org.uk
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•890,000 jobs

• 2.9% of total

• 4.2% GDP

• £46bn

• Direct + Indirect 

6.0% - 6.8% 

contribution to UK 

economy

Economic importance of 

SUDG  Industries

OSPAR: Draft 

QSR 2010, Ch2
* Pugh 2008

Environmental Contribution of SUDG

Member organisations

•Aggregate Dredging
•Coastal protection – an 

environmental solution

•Extensive use of science/

evidence led approach

•Ports
•Increasingly critical to sustainable 

transport networks

•Port development - habitat creation 

and long term flood risk management
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Oil and Gas

•Paid £12.9 billion in corporate taxes

in 2008-9

•Major emphasis on acting responsibly for 

both environment and stakeholders

Offshore Cables

•Increasingly important in power

transmission and especially green

power networks

Leisure & small commercial marine 

industry

•Environmental code of practice

Carbon Capture and Storage

•UK could take a 10% share of the market

• 200-350 Mt CO2 per year could be captured

and stored in 2030-2040 in the North Sea 

•Significant major use for

depleted oil and gas fields 
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Renewable energy

•UK is global leader in wave and tidal stream 

technology

•In 2009, UK became the leading country for 

offshore installed wind capacity. 

•Round 3 generation planning for 32GW by 

2020

Tidal turbines

Current Position

• Environment needs protecting

• UK industries are well regulated 

• Good experience of working with Habitat Regulations and 

MPAs

• Generally small footprint on UK seabed

Zone of influence limited

Pressures often benign

•Marine industries are critical to climate 

change management

•Meeting societal needs

Economic development is critical in 

the current economic climate
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Industry Perspective on new 

legislation 

•New Legislation

Marine and Coastal Access Act 

MSFD, WFD and EIA Directives.

•Importance of creating a network of MCZs

•Importance of ensuring ecological 

requirements

•Welcome socio-economic consideration

•Increasingly lots of information about 

different sectors

Socio-economic  and ecological 

management

Information Methods Guidance Policy

Socio-economics

Ecology
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SUDG position: 

• What mechanisms exist to examine 

socio-economic considerations?

• We need formal guidance on socio-economic assessment 
which must be proportionate and appropriate

• We need a clear understanding of the timescales 
associated with applying socio-economic considerations 
to decision making?

• Will there be consistency of approach across differing 
legislation an issue?

• What are the priorities for action if all the above are not 
in place?

However...

• Defra preparing MCZ Project specific guidance to clarify the 

scope of the IAs

• Government are keen to stream line existing regulation and 

minimise new regulation and..

• Regulatory authorities are encouraged to identify “non 

statutory regulation” measures to achieve the conservation 

objectives of MCZ s where  possible.  These could include 

education, codes of conduct etc
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And we are starting to see..

• work on management pressures

• sensitivity of habitats and species 

to different activities

• starting point in understanding what management 

may be required for a feature

• SNCBs providing advice to stakeholders on how to 

meet conservation objectives 

There are still questions..

•How reliable are MCZs if based on poor or 

non existent data  

•Will short timescales lead to rushed outcomes - will areas     

such as how management issues in MCZs are addressed be 

satisfactorily determined. 

• What happens to the stakeholder elements of the MCZ 

process after June 2011.

•We  need to see the conservation objectives for dMCZs

and we need to see the draft management measures that 

may be applied.
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What Industry Wants

• Good workable environmental protection 

including MCZs

• Integration between National Policy 

statements
– marine, energy, transport, ports

• Integration between different aspects of new legislation
– consistency of approach

• Clear objectives and policies that will facilitate delivery
– streamlined and cost effective guidance to developers

• Win-win solutions for business and the environment 
– we have shown that development can also deliver 

environmental benefits

Conclusions

• A lot going on but more clarity

needed

• If socio-economics consideration is applied to 

decision making, it must be a tool to help ensure 

sustainable development

• We need clear environmental objectives which can 

then be built into sustainable developments

(new habitat 

compensating for port 

development)
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www.sudg.org.uk


